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TAGS: NATO, AWACS, UK 

SUBJECT: NATO AWACS CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN SECDEF 
AND AMBASSADOR RAMSBOTHAM 

REF: STATE 112063 

1 . POL-MIL ATTACHE DISTRIBUTED TO COOPER/PUS, 

CORNFORD/PE, QUINLAN/DUS AND WILB ERFORCE/FCO TEXT OF 
CORRESPONDENCE QUOTED IN REFTEL. REACTIONS, IF ANY, 

ARE PROMISED "IN DUE COURSE." 

2. MOD OFFICIALS STRESSED THAT UK ASSIGNS HIGH 
IMPORTANCE TO GETTING INTEROPERABILITY BETWEEN NIMROD 
AND A NATO AWACS FORCE. STRESS IS NOW PLACED ON THE 
VIABILITY OF A MIXED NIMROD-AWACS FORCE FULFILLING NATO 
AEW REQUIREMENTS. OFFICIALS SAY THAT MOD WILL GIVE HIGH 
PRIORITY "TO GETTING INTEROPERABILITY RIGHT" AND UK HAS 
BEGUN TO EXPLORE ISSUES RAISED BY TASK OF DEVELOPING 
TECHNICAL AND OPERATIONAL SOLUTIONS TO INTEROPERABILITY. 

3. COMMENT: WE DO NOT BELIEVE MOD HAS ADDRESSED YET 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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THE FINANCIAL ASPECT OF INTEROPERABILITY AND WHETHER UK 
WILL CARRY ALL OF THE COST OF ADAPTING NIMROD TO NATO 
AWACS. IF NIMROD TURNS OUT TO COST MARKEDLY MORE THAN 
WHAT UK SHARE OF NATO AWACS WOULD HAVE BEEN, OUR GUESS 
IS UK WILL ARGUE FOR A COST-SHARING FORMULA TO HANDLE 
COST OF ADAPTION/INTEROPERABILITY OF NIMROD TO THE MIXED 
FORCE CONCEPT. SINCE BRITAIN'S CONTRIBUTION TO NATO 
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AEW NOW IS "IN KIND," IT MAY BE PRUDENT TO TAKE UP EARLY 
AND SETTLE ISSUE OF WHETHER UK'S CONTRIBUTION OF NIMROD 
FORCE AS ITS SHARE OF NATO AEW EMBRACES ADDITIONAL COSTS 
OF ADAPTION/INTEROPERABILITY. WE JUDGE BRITISH ARE MORE 
LIKELY TO BE AMENABLE ON THIS ISSUE IN IMMEDIATE WAKE OF 
GOING NIMROD (WHILE SOME NOTIONS OF GUILT MAY STILL 
ABOUND) RATHER THAN LATER. WE RECOMMEND THAT WASHINGTON 
GIVE THOUGHT TO PROS AND CONS OF APPROACHING HMG SOONER 
RATHER THAN LATER. WE MAY WISH TO CONSIDER ISSUE IN 
CONTEXT, FOR EXAMPLE, OF UK PICKING UP THIS COST AND 
HAVING IT "COUNTED" AS A UK CONTRIBUTION UNDER THE 
SHORT TERM/LONG TERM NATO INITIATIVES THRUST. 
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